Gender of Nouns (Definite Articles)
There are 3 forms of the in German that will change based on case. The noun that follows the gender is capitalized. 
	der       (Masculine)
	die       (Feminine/Plural)
	das     (Neutral)

	Always der 
1. Days, months and seasons (Montag, Juli, Sommer)
2. Points of compass (Nord, Nordwest)
3. Precipitation (Regen, Schnee, Nebel)
4. Names of cars and trains (der VW, der ICE, der Porsche)
5. Words ending in –ismus (Journalismus, Kommunimus) 
	Always die
1. Nouns ending in the following suffixes : -heit, -keit, -tät, -ung, -schaft 
2. Nouns ending in  -ie and  –ik
3. Names of planes, ships and motorbikes 
4. Borrowed (foreign) words ending in: -ade, -age, -anz, -enz, -ette, -ine, -ion, tur
	Always das
1. Nouns ending in:  -chen or –lein (Fräulein, Mädchen, Häuschen)

2. Nouns ending in –o (Auto, Radio, Büro, Kasino)

3. Infinitives used as nouns (das Essen, das Schreiben)

4. Names of hotels, cafés, theaters and colors 

	Usually der
1. Male people, most occupations and nationalities (der Architekt, der Deutsche, der Student)

2. Nouns ending in –er (der Wecker, der Computer)

3. Names of mountains and lakes (der Berg, der See)

4. Most rivers outside of Europe (der Amazonas, der Mississippi) 

5. Nouns ending in –ich, -ling, -ist (Rettich , Frühling, Pazifist)
	Usually die
1. Female people ending in –in, occupations and nationalities (die Amerikanerin, die Studentin, die Lehrerin

2. Nouns ending in –e and –ie ( Ente, Grenze, Partei, Schweinerei)

3. Most types of flowers and trees (Birke, Eiche, Rose) 

4. Borrowed (foreign) words ending in ​–isse, -it, -is, -ive (Initiative) 
	Usually das
1. Fractions ( Viertel, Drittel EXCEPT die Hälfte )

2. Nouns starting with Ge- (Gesetz, Gespräch) *There are many exceptions to this! 
3. Most borrowed (foreign) nouns –ment, -nis, -tum or -


