das Perfekt: Irregular (starke Verben)
Often times it is a vowel within the stem of the word that changes or their stem completely changes. YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MEMORIZE THE CHANGES!!!!  Please view the chart included on my website
-any verb that changes in du or er is a stem changer ( fahren- fährt)

-add –ge  to front of changed verb stem and add –en as the ending. 
- needs to use a Hilfsverb (helping verb)

-haben or sein: sein is used for verbs that show change of motion or condition. I like to think of these as action verbs. Haben catches all the others


-conjugated to match subject and takes 2nd position in the sentence


The same rules for inseparable prefixes (no ge- added to participle) and separable prefixes (added back on before the ge-) hold true for all verbs, strong, mixed and weak.

	weggehen - weggegangen
	mitbringen - mitgebracht
	verstehen - verstanden


AN EXCEPTION TO THE RULES: 
There is a very small handful (about six) of verbs that are called ‘mixed’ verbs, because they act like a mix between strong and weak verbs. 
-gets  a ge-+-t form like weak verbs

-but their stem vowels change. Again, these verbs just need to be memorized.

	denken - gedacht
	bringen - gebracht
	kennen - gekannt


Now to throw a wrench into the mix:  The last thing to learn about the Perfekt tense is that sometimes ‘haben’ is not the right helping verb to use. Rather, you need to use the helping verb ‘sein’ (er ist, etc) for verbs that meet both of these criteria:

	a) the verb indicates a change of position or condition, or a crossing of a ‘boundary’

	     e.g. gehen, kommen, wandern, sterben (=to die), einschlafen (=to fall asleep)

	b) the verb is intransitive (= does NOT have a direct object)

	     e.g. fahren (ich bin nach Milwaukee gefahren, BUT ich habe mein Auto gefahren)



In addition, the three verbs sein (to be) and bleiben (to stay) and passieren (to happen) both take ‘sein’ as a helping verb, although they don’t match the criteria above. Consider these examples:

	Anna ist nach Deutschland geflogen.
	Anna flew to Germany.

	Ich bin um 7 Uhr nach Hause gekommen.
	I came home at 7 o’clock.

	Bist du schon eingeschlafen?
	Have you fallen asleep already?

	Paul ist ein fleißiger Student gewesen.
	Paul was a hard-working student.


Hausaufgaben 11/5

A. Let’s try a few sentences again. These are all strong or mixed verbs, so you’ll need to look at your chart/list.

	1
	to write = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	Yesterday I wrote a letter. _________________________________________________________________

	2
	to speak = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	My grandfather spoke German. _____________________________________________________________

	3
	to drink = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	Did you guys drink a lot of beer last night? ___________________________________________________

	4
	to see = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	Whom (accusative) did you see? _____________________________________________________________

	5
	to know a fact = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 

	I didn’t know the answer. ______________________________________________________


B. Once again, practice by making complete sentences. All of these verbs take ‘sein’ as a helping verb, but some are strong verbs (ge-stem-en) while others are weak (ge-stem-t).

	1
	to come = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	Sandra didn’t come to class yesterday. ______________________________________________________

	2
	to travel = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	We travelled to Europe last year. ___________________________________________________________

	4
	to be = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	I have never (=niemals) been in China. ______________________________________________________

	5.
	to go = _____________________
	participle: _____________________

	 
	They went to the movies on Saturday. _______________________________________________________


